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By Which We Are Judged 


It is interesting to observe how 
certain Biblical principles can 
become sources of common 
worldly "wisdom," sometimes 
amounting to generic justifications 
for conceivably questionable 
beliefs or behaviors, shaped by 
equally dubious inter- 
pretations of scripture. 

For instance, it 
is not unusual to 
encounter assertions 
that we should not ever 
"judge" someone's 
choices, actions, or 
proclivities, regardless 
of any potentially 
problematic intentions 
or consequences. Many 
such demonstrations of 


being irredeemable or incapable 
of receiving God's mercy and 
approval. Nor indeed is it anyone's 
role to conduct such selective 
granting of God's grace. 

(The truth, of course, is that no 
one is “‘worthy.”’) 

Interestingly, one 
of the most famous 
Bible verses is embed- 
ded in a context which 
refers to judgment 
(John 3:16-21). While 
God's intention in 
Jesus is not to "judge" 
the world but to save 
it, Jesus himself is an 
instrument of judg- 
ment in the sense that 
those who reject the 


defensiveness claim to TEE Marshburn opportunity of 
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Matthew 7:1, and any 


attempts at even 
temperate guidance are 
typically met with 
refrains of "judge not" 
or assorted variations 
thereof. 

Over time, this 
obliquely referenced 
verse has been reduced 
to a rationalization for 
precluding criticism 
against any morally 
debatable activities. 
However, Jesus's state- 
ment in this portion of the Sermon 
on the Mount was not intended to 
promote a mentality of permissive- 
ness, nor was it meant to relieve 
anyone of individual responsibility 
or spare anyone any possible 
censure. Reading through this 
entire portion of scripture and 
maintaining cognizance of the 
context, we should be able to 
understand that Jesus was 
specifically addressing hypocrisy. 

Hence the metaphor of a "speck 
in their eye, log in your own eye." 
If the intent of Jesus's admonition 
was to fully disqualify any form of 
judgment in society, we would 
need to account for (and possibly 
discount) other scriptures which 
commend us to exercise righteous 
judgment and spiritual discernment 
(Proverbs 31:9, John 7:24, 
Corinthians 2:15) and to 
distinguish between good and evil 
(Hebrews 5:14). If nothing else, the 
scriptures direct believers to use 
our better judgment to identify and 
repudiate errors and fallacies 
(Matthew 7:15-16, 1 Corinthians 
5:12-13, Romans 16:17-18). 

Perhaps what we need to realize 
is the distinction between judgment 
and condemnation. Admittedly, the 
usage of these terms can sound 
synonymous at times, and though 
it might even appear contradictory, 
a more comprehensive review 
reveals that it is really a matter of 
seeking balance and impartiality, 
desiring Godly wisdom while 
maintaining love, acceptance, and 
spiritual purity. 

If we consider Jesus and his 
interactions with certain factions of 
his society who regarded them- 
selves as paragons of the Law and 
arbiters of jurisprudence, we ob- 
serve him contending that it was 
not their role to condemn others as 
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This is emphasized further in 
the fifth chapter of the same gospel 
record when Jesus asserts that the 
Father "has given all judgment to 
the Son" (John 5:22) and that his 
judgment is righteous (John 5:30). 

One of the underlying principles 
in this regard is that God exercises 
judgment differently from the 
world, gauging our hearts and inner 
motivations and evaluating our 
actions correspondingly. So too, we 
as believers are called to mirror this 
kind of righteous judgment. 

It may be rather challenging to 
imagine a mode of judgment not 
based on appearance or perform- 
ance. Many of us are undoubtedly 
accustomed to being judged by 
standards that are often superficial, 
focused on external manifestations 
or results. For instance, prevailing 
measures of "success" are often 
defined by such metrics as wealth, 
popularity, social or political 
influence, or even self-affirmation 
and indulgence. 

The commonly misconstrued 
"parable of talents" (Matthew 
25:14-46) is profoundly illustrative 
of the contrast between the judg- 
ment demonstrated by the world at 
large and God's method and motive 
of judgment. The parable depicts a 
harsh master who judges his 
servants only by how effectively 
they can generate financial profit 
for him, which is so typically mun- 
dane and materialistic. Then with 
the phrase "but when the Son of 
Man comes," Jesus juxtaposes this 
with the remarkably transcendent 
yet elementary nature of God's 
judgment, which seeks to assess 
whether we have each individually 
embraced the essence of the gospel 
— caring for the hungry, the 
thirsty, the stranger, the unclothed, 
the sick, the prisoner. This is the 


basis by which we will ultimately 
be judged. 

A fascinating portrayal of a 
starkly divergent, literally alien 
version of judgment can be 
observed in an episode of the 
television series "Star Trek: Deep 
Space 9." The space station's chief 
engineer, Miles O'Brien, is arrested 
by the law enforcement agency of 
the Cardassians, an imperialistic 
alien species known for being 
systematic, domineering, and 
ruthless. O'Brien, unaware of any 
crime on his part, is at the mercy of 
their rigid and unrelenting justice 
system. Cardassian law simply 
assumes the accused is guilty with- 
out qualification or potential for 
acquittal, an absolute antithesis of 
our more commonly accepted legal 
theory of "innocent until proven 
guilty." O'Brien is left frustrated 
and helpless as he contends with 
the Cardassian conservator (legal 
counsel) assigned to his case. 


O'BRIEN: What am I being 
charged with? 

KOVAT: No need to worry about 
that at this point. 

O'BRIEN: This is insane. 
KOVAT: Whatever you've done, 
whatever the charges against you, 
none of that really matters in the 
long run. 

O'BRIEN: What does matter? 
KOVAT: This trial is to demon- 
strate the futility of behaviour 
contrary to good order. Everyone 
will find it most uplifting. 
O'BRIEN: Not everyone. 
KOVAT: Once again, justice 

will be done. Our lives will be 
reaffirmed, safe and secure. Here 
on Cardassia, all crimes are solved, 
all criminals are punished, all 
endings are happy. 


Some might surmise that the 
“assumption of guilt” aspect of 
Cardassian law is uncannily 
reminiscent of the "judged already" 
notion of John 3:18 mentioned 
previously. However, unlike the 
draconian judicial system portrayed 
in the fictional society, the point of 
the gospel is that Jesus offers 
redemption and relief from 
condemnation. 

Jesus made it possible for us to 
be pardoned from the supreme 
sentence, and again, he judges not 
as the world judges. Part of the 
entire gift of salvation, the reward 
of redemption, is that we need not 
live in fear of a judge like the harsh 
master in the aforementioned 
parable, but rather we can live in 
confident assurance and anticipa- 
tion of the judge that judges rightly. 

Righteous judgment does not 
necessarily equate to condemna- 
tion, but it also does not necessarily 
alleviate personal responsibility 
and accountability. We are granted 
the understanding that the manner 
in which we live out the gospel is 
the standard by which we are 
judged. 

As believers, we are blessed and 
privileged to be able to share this 
assurance with others, and to 
exercise this judgment for the 
betterment of our neighbor and 
ourselves. 


Miami Film Festival Announces 


Opening and Closi 


Extending its rich 
history of showcasing 
cinematic works from the 
Ibero-american diaspora, 
Miami Dade College’s 
(MDC) Miami Film 
Festival will open this 
year’s edition with 
Spain’s Oscar shortlist 
contender, the critically 
acclaimed comedy The 
Good Boss (El Buen 
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Salas (The Good Girls, 
Gueros, Cantinflas) and 
Manolo Cardona 
(Narcos). Plaza Cathe- 
dral is a moving story 
about a grieving luxury 
realtor who forges an 
unlikely bond with a 
tough street kid 
(Fernando Xavier De 
Casta). The compassion- 


ate drama shines a light 


on Panamanian social 


Patron) starring Javier 
Bardem, and close with 
Panama’s first-ever 
Oscar-shortlist contestant, 
Plaza Cathedral (Plaza 
Catedral). 

The 2022 Festival is 
set to continue with an 
in-person format running 
from March 4-13, 2022. 

For his longstanding 
support of Spanish 
cinema, Miami Film Fes- 
tival Executive Director 
Jaie Laplante was 
awarded Spain’s cultural 
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honor, the Knight’s Cross 
of the Order of Isabel La 
Catolica, in 2018. “ 
Nominated for a 
record 20 Goya Awards in 
its home country, The 
Good Boss is written and 
directed by Fernando 
Leon de Aranoa. The 
Good Boss spotlights 
Blanco (Javier Bardem), 
the seemingly benevolent 
owner of a family busi- 
ness that produces indus- 
trial scales in a provincial 
Spanish town. The com- 
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pany awaits an imminent 
visit from a committee 
that will judge whether 
they merit a local 
Business Excellence 
award. Working against 
the clock, Blanco pulls 
out all the stops to ensure 
everything is perfect, 
setting off an explosive 
series of events with 
shocking repercussions. 
Plaza Cathedral is 
director Abner Benaim’s 
sophomore narrative 
feature and stars Ilse 


justice. 

In addition to closing 
the 2022 Miami Film 
Festival, Plaza Cathedral 
will compete for the 
Festival’s $10,000 HBO 
Ibero-American Feature 
Film Award. 

Miami Film Festival 
is set to continue with an 
in-person format running 
from March 4-13, 2022. 
For information, visit 
miamifilmfestival.com or 
call 305-237-FILM 
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Key West’s Old Island 
Days Art Festival 
to Spotlight 100 


Aficionados of fine art 
can discover creative of- 
ferings by approximately 
100 artists, chosen from 
several hundred appli- 
cants from around the 
United States and Ca- 
nada, during the 57th an- 
nual Old Island Days Art 
Festival. 

Presented by the not- 
for-profit Key West Art 
Center & Gallery, the na- 
tionally recognized open- 
air show takes place from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat- 
urday and Sunday, Feb. 
26-27, in the southern- 
most city in the continen- 
tal U.S. 

First held in 1965 and 
originally called the 
Clothesline Art Show, the 
festival is to feature 
artists in media ranging 
from watercolor, acrylics 
and oils to sculpture, 
collage and photography. 
Additional attractions 
include jewelry, func- 
tional ceramics and 
pieces in fiber. 

The show is juried to 
ensure high-quality offer- 
ings. Competition is so 
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keen to display fine art in 
Key West’s subtropical 
setting that festival 
organizers decided in 
1985 to limit participa- 
tion to 100 exhibitors. 

The two-day event 
typically features a blend 
of Florida Keys talents 
and fine artists from other 
locations, all gathered to 
showcase their work to 
connoisseurs, collectors 
and other attendees dur- 
ing the free-admission 
show. 

Their colorful booths 
are to be set against the 
backdrop of Key West’s 
Truman Waterfront Park, 
a large enclave with land- 
scaped green space and 
panoramic blue-water 
vistas. The Truman Wa- 
terfront Park is located at 
the end of Southard 
Street past the Truman 
Annex neighborhood. 

Proceeds from the Old 
Island Days Art Festival 
support the Key West Art 
Center’s programs and 
maintain the historic 301 
Front St. building that 
houses its gallery. 


Ralph 4 


Ralph (Ralphie) Smith, a popular bar- 
tender in Key Largo for many years, 
passed away on June 28, 2005, To honor 
Ralphie's memory, his friends and associ- 
ates are conducting the 13th Annual 


Poker Walk with proceeds going to Cancer 


Foundation of the Florida Keys and 
Humane Society. 

* Food 
50/50 Drawing 


Basket of Cheer, Restaurant Basket 


& Other Raffles 
* Live Music 
Luke Sommer Glenn 
Jimmy Hawkins 
Adam Musick 
Bob Bunz 
Taylor King Band...and more! 


Join us for the 
13th Annual 


RALPHIE 
BRA/PUB/POKER 


Walk 


Decorate 
your Bra 
and join us 
forafun 
walk! 


For more information please contact: Kathy Snow (305) 240-0476 or Kristy Schweiss (305) 394-2331 


Keep up with everything local. 
Subscribe today - 305-245-2311 
info@newsleadermail.com 
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To submit an obituary or death notice, 
email wording and jpg photo to 
info@newsleadermail.com, 305-245-231 I 
Print deadline is Wednesday at noon. 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 


Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 


Realtor that will work hard for you 
when youre buying or selling! 


FOR THE BEST 


RESULTS 


STAY WITH THE 


BEST! 
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